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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 ORGANIZATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This document is organized to assist the reader in understanding the potential 
environmental impacts of the proposed Pacheco/Santa Clara Conduit Right of Way 
Acquisition Project (Project) and to fulfill requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq.). 

Section 1, Introduction indicates the Project purpose under CEQA, describes the public 
participation process, and summarizes regulatory or other approvals that may be 
required from federal, state, and local agencies. Section 2, Project Description identifies 
the location and features of the Project, and the environmental setting. Section 3, 
Environmental Evaluation assesses potential environmental impacts through application 
of the CEQA Initial Study Checklist questions to Project implementation. Section 4 
contains the document References. Section 5 contains the List of Preparers that were 
involved in the preparation of this document.  

1.2 PURPOSE OF THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (also known as Valley Water) will be referred to as 
ñValley Waterò, from here on in this document. Valley Water acting as the Lead Agency, 
is proposing to improve access through formal agreements with landowners, and 
implement cost-effective physical improvements to vaults and above-ground maintenance 
sites along the Pacheco Conduit (PC) and Santa Clara Conduit (SCC): ñPacheco/Santa 
Clara Conduit Right of Way Acquisition Projectò, hereinafter ñproposed projectò or 
ñProjectò. The purpose of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is to provide the 
public, responsible agencies, and trustee agencies with information about the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed project 

This MND was prepared consistent with CEQA, CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California 
Code of Regulations 15000 et seq.), and Valley Water procedures for implementation of 
CEQA (Environmental Management System ð Environmental Planning Q520D01).  

1.3 DECISION TO PREPARE A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THIS 
PROJECT 

The Initial study (IS) (Section 3) indicates that there would be no significant impacts 
from the proposed project with implementation of mitigation measures. Valley Water best 
management practices (BMPs) and other applicable avoidance measures have also 
been included as part of the proposed project to avoid/minimize effects from the 
proposed work activities. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines §15070, an MND is 
appropriate for this Project to comply with CEQA because the IS identifies potentially 
significant effects, however: 

a. Revisions to the proposed project were made that would avoid, or mitigate the 
effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur, and; 
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b. There is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record that the proposed 
project, as revised, may have a significant effect on the environment. 

1.4 PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS 

This Draft MND will be circulated to local and state agencies, interested organizations, 
and individuals who may wish to review and provide comments on the Project 
description, the proposed mitigation measures or other aspects of the report. The 
publication will commence the 30-day public review period per CEQA Guidelines 
§15105(b) beginning on Friday, January 8, 2021 and end on Monday, February 8, 
2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

The Draft MND and supporting documents are posted on the Valley Water website: 

https://www.valleywater.org/public-review-documents 

Hard copies of the Draft MND and supporting documents are not available due to the 
Covid-19 current shelter in place order. 

Written comments or questions regarding the Draft MND should be submitted to Mike 
Coleman at the address indicated below not later than 5 pm on Friday, February 8, 
2021. The final MND along with any comments received by Valley Water during the 
public review period will be considered by the Valley Waterôs decision-making body or 
person prior to a decision on the project.  

Michael F. Coleman, AICP 
Environmental Planner 
Valley Water 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA  95118-3614 

Phone: (408) 630-3096 or Telework Phone: (619) 857-0162 

E-mail: mcoleman@valleywater.org 

  

https://www.valleywater.org/public-review-documents
mailto:mcoleman@valleywater.org
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1.5 PERMITS AND APPROVALS  

The CEQA responsible agencies are state and local agencies that have some 
responsibility or authority for carrying out or approving a project. In many instances, 
these public agencies must make a discretionary decision to issue a local permit; 
provide right-of-way, funding or resources that are critical to the Projectôs proceeding.  

This MND is intended to assist state and local agencies to carry out their responsibilities 
for permit review or approval authority over various aspects of the Project. The 
proposed project would require Project-specific permitting and/or review by a number of 
agencies, which also include federal agencies. These agencies are listed in Table 1.5-1.  

As described in Section 2, Project Description, the proposed project includes physical 
improvement of facilities owned by United States (US) Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of Reclamation (Reclamation) for purpose of improving future access and maintaining 
the facilities by the Valley Water. Reclamation has determined that the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) applies to its approval relating to the proposed project 
and will fulfill responsibilities as the NEPA lead agency. Reclamation is currently 
preparing and will be releasing a Draft Environmental Assessment for public review of 
the Project. In addition, Reclamation is also preparing biological assessments as part of 
the Section 7 consultation process pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act. 

TABLE 1.5-1 
Permits and Approvals 

Potential Permit or Approval Agency 

Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit  

It is anticipated that the proposed project would obtain permit 
coverage through one or more US Army Corps of Engineers 
Nationwide Permits. It is expected that an NWP 46 and NWP 
12 would be required as well as Regional General Permit 20 
under the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan. 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) 

Biological Opinion pursuant to the Federal Endangered 
Species Act under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Sacramento and Ventura 

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification and 
General Order associated with Nationwide permits. 

Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB, Region 3) 

California Fish and Game Code Section 1600 Lake or 
Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) 

California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW), Bay Delta Region 
and Central Region Section 2081 incidental take permit pursuant to California 

Endangered Species Act 
CDFW Bay Delta Region and 
Central Region 

Santa Clara Valley Habitat Conservation Plan & Natural 
Communities Conservation Plan compliance 

Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 

Local Permits: Santa Clara County and/or San Benito County 
permits may be required for grading, driveway construction, or 
traffic control plans. 

County of Santa Clara and County 
of San Benito 

Encroachment Permit State Highway 152 CALTRANS-District 4, Santa Clara 
County 

CALTRANS District 5, San Benito 
County 
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2.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

2.1 BACKGROUND  

The PC and SCC are part of the of the San Felipe Division conduit and tunnels 
supplying raw water to both Valley Water and San Benito County Water District. The 
facilities were constructed by Reclamation in the 1980ôs as a part of the Federal Central 
Valley Project (CVP), which conveys water from the water-rich northern part of California 
to the more arid parts of the state. Through agreements made with Reclamation at the 
start of the system, Valley Water maintains the SCC and PC, and obtained vehicle and 
worker access through verbal agreements with landowners as needed. Valley Water has 
determined that formal access agreements are needed to more efficiently fulfill its 
obligation to maintain the conduits. 

Valley Water maintenance crews need to access pipeline vaults (enclosed access points 
where maintenance workers can reach devices attached to the pipeline; see Appendix A 
of this document for pipeline definitions) two or three times each year for maintenance. 
These vaults contain air release valves (devices that release entrapped air in the 
pipeline), blow-off valves (devices that allow portions of the pipeline to be drained for 
maintenance), or other appurtenances on the SCC and PC. In addition to access 
difficulties related to lack of easements, there are physical impediments to maintenance 
staff accessing pipeline vaults at several locations. For example, wet weather creates 
difficulty and sometimes inability to access sites, fences without nearby gates block 
convenient routes requiring a roundabout way to access vaults, and other existing site 
conditions create physical hazards for maintenance staff. 

2.1.1 Project Objectives 

The objectives of the proposed project are to acquire formal access agreements with 
landowners and implement cost-effective physical improvements to vaults, and above-
ground maintenance sites along the PC and SCC. No changes to the existing operational 
and maintenance (O&M) agreements between Valley Water and Reclamation are 
proposed at this time. 

2.1.2 Project Location 

The PC and SCC are located within unincorporated Santa Clara and San Benito Counties 
and owned by Reclamation. The Project would include new easement acquisitions and/or 
installation/construction of vault improvements, and/or implementing travel routes to or 
near 37 vaults on the SCC and PC. The 37 vault locations are shown in Figure 2-1.1. 
Proposed project activities are summarized in Table 2.1-1 by the County in which 
activities take place and the vault they would serve.  

These vaults and proposed project activities are located within either unincorporated 
Santa Clara County or unincorporated San Benito County. SCC 60 is located outside of 
the Morgan Hill city limits, just adjacent to the City of Morgan Hill boundary in Santa 
Clara County. 
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FIGURE 2.1-1 
Project  Location  Map 
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TABLE 2.1-1 
Summary of Proposed Activities 

Pipeline 
Vault 
No. 

Acquire 
New 

Easements 

Implement 
New Route 

Install/ 
Construct 

New 
Gravel 
Path 

Install/ 
Construct 

New 
Gravel 
Collar 

Install/ 
Construct 

New 
Driveway 

Install/ 
Construct 
New Sign 

Install/ 
Construct 
New Gate 

Santa Clara County 

Pacheco 
Conduit 
(PC) 

2    V    

15  V      

16  V      

17  V      

34    V    

38  V      

Santa 
Clara 
Conduit 
(SCC) 

8  V V     

20    V    

21  V  V   V 

22  V  V   V(2) 

23  V  V    

24  V  V   V 

25 V V  V    

26  V  V    

29 V       

30  V  V    

31  V  V    

32  V   V   

34  V     V 

35  V  V    

40 V V     V 

43  V  V V  V 

44 V       

50       V 

52    V    

53       V 

54 V V   V  V(2) 

55 V       

56 V   V    

57 V   V    

60 V V      

San Benito County 

Santa 
Clara 
Conduit 
(SCC) 

11  V  V V  V 

12  V   V V V(3) 

13       V 

17 

V 

  V    

18 V  V    

19   V    

Totals: 37 10 23 1 20 5 1 16 
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2.1.3 Environmental Setting 

The Project encompasses 37 separate sites at or near vault locations lying within and 
surrounded by undeveloped hillsides and valleys of central California in Santa Clara and 
San Benito Counties, which includes the upper Pajaro River watershed draining to 
Monterey Bay, Pacheco Pass, south Santa Clara Valley, Morgan Hill, and Gilroy. The 
sites are comprised of mostly rural and agricultural annual grassland, interspersed with 
scattered oaks, shrubs and wetlands. Scattered ranches, farms, and low-density 
residential uses are located within the vicinity of the Project sites. 

2.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project would include acquisition of easements and/or 
installing/constructing one new path at SCC 8, and/or installing/constructing gravel 
collars, driveways, gates, signs, and/or implementing new travel routes near some of the 
37 vaults on the existing SCC and PC as identified above in Figure 2.1-1 and 
Table 2.1-1. Some of the vaults have more than one project element (e.g., could be any 
combination of easement acquisition, implementation of a new travel route, 
installation/construction of one new gravel path to SCC 8, installation/construction of a 
new gravel collar, installation/construction of a new driveway, or installation/construction 
of new gates) as listed below. Each of the proposed project elements is further 
described below.  

2.2.1 Project Elements 

Acquisition of Easements 

Valley Water is proposing to obtain easements from private landowners near ten SCC 
Vault locations as described in Figure 2.1-1. These easements were selected based on 
maintenance input as to the vaults most needing improved access and considerations of 
cost and practicability of making the proposed improvements at a given location. 
Easements are proposed for purpose of getting access to the following vaults: 

1. SCC 17/18/19 ïLake Road  
2. SCC 25 ïSR 152 
3. SCC 29 ïDunlap Road 
4. SCC 40 ïFoothill Avenue 
5. SCC 44 ïChurch Avenue 
6. SCC 54 ïCenter Avenue 
7. SCC 55 ïCenter Avenue 
8. SCC 56 ïMaple Avenue 
9. SCC 57 ïTenant Avenue 
10. SCC 60 ïHendry Drive 

Path Installation/Construction 

Valley Water would grade and install/construct one new gravel path to provide 
permanent all-weather access from an existing driveway off State Route (SR) 152 to 
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Vault SCC 8. The path would be approximately 850 feet in length and 12 feet in width, 
plus an additional 12 feet in width for temporary construction purposes (graders, trucks, 
worker access during construction). The path would be installed/constructed through the 
existing farm field to accommodate all weather travel for all sizes of Valley Water repair 
trucks as may be needed. Gravel would be placed down on the graded path for erosion 
control and stability to allow year-round access.  

In advance of the path installation/construction, Valley Water would survey the proposed 
path alignment, develop topographic data for design, and set construction stakes for the 
grading and installation/construction of the new graveled pathway. The path alignment 
would be designed to avoid or minimize environmental impacts to the extent possible. 
Heavy equipment would be used to perform the grading work and dump trucks would be 
used to haul excess soil from the site. Soils removed from the path 
installation/construction site would be recycled on other Valley Water projects or 
disposed of at landfills for recycling or cover, as appropriate. 

Gravel Collar Installation/Construction 

The Project proposes installing/constructing new gravel collars at ground level around the 
top of each of the 20 vaults, listed below, to allow for safe access by maintenance 
personnel. Collars would be created by clearing a square shaped area measuring a 
maximum of 32 feet by 32 feet around designated vaults. Generally, collars would provide 
at least 16 feet of space in front of pipe appurtenances; collar dimensions would be 
reduced to a 4-foot curve around the back of any vaults that back onto a waterway or 
wetland. A small volume of soil mixed with plant debris could be removed from each site 
during collar clearing activities. Soils removed from the collar installation/construction 
sites would be recycled on other Valley Water projects or disposed of at landfills for 
recycling or cover, as appropriate. Any vegetation and shrubs that would be removed 
from the site during minor ground disturbance or clearing activities would be taken to a 
composting facility or chipped and used as mulch. To complete the collars, gravel would 
be placed in the cleared areas to create a solid pad for maintenance staff to safely 
perform needed work in the associated vault. 

Gravel collars would be installed/constructed at the following 20 vaults: 

1. PC 2 
2. PC 34 (partial collar) 
3. SCC 11 
4. SCC 17 
5. SCC 18 
6. SCC 19 (partial collar) 
7. SCC 20 
8. SCC 21 
9. SCC 22 
10. SCC 23 
11. SCC 24 
12. SCC 25 
13. SCC 26 
14. SCC 30 
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15. SCC 31 
16. SCC 35 
17. SCC 43 
18. SCC 52 
19. SCC 56 
20. SCC 57 (partial collar) 

Driveway Installation/Construction 

Valley Water would install/construct five new driveways to provide access from public 
roads to vault locations. The driveways would be approximately 30 feet long 
perpendicular to the road and would taper to 15 feet wide within 10 feet from the 
roadway. Driveways would be paved with asphalt and meet County design standards. 
Some or all of the installation/construction of the five asphalt driveways may be 
undertaken by a Valley Water contractor. 

Driveways would be constructed in the following vault locations: 

1. SCC 11 ï Lovers Lane  
2. SCC 12 ï Lovers Lane  
3. SCC 32 ï Leavesley Road  
4. SCC 43 ï Church Avenue  
5. SCC 54 ï Center Avenue 

Gate Installation/Construction 

Gates would be constructed near public roadways to provide controlled access to vaults. 
By constructing and installing new metal field gates along with fence relocations, access 
to the vaults is improved by using existing Reclamation right-of-way, placing the new 
gates at strategic locations, shortening and making access more direct, and avoiding the 
need for new private easements at the following locations: 

The Project would install/construct 16 new gates at twelve (12) locations to shorten drive 
routes, make routes more direct, use existing Reclamation right-of-way when possible, 
and avoid the need for acquiring new private easements at the following vault locations: 

1. SCC 11 
2. SCC 12 (3 gates) 
3. SCC 13 
4. SCC 21 
5. SCC 22 (2 gates)  
6. SCC 24 
7. SCC 34 
8. SCC 40 
9. SCC 43 
10. SCC 50 
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11. SCC 53 
12. SCC 54 (2 gates)  

(Note: unless specified otherwise above, there would be one new gate 
installed/constructed per vault; total gates installed would be 16) 

Sign Installation/Construction 

Valley Water would construct one new sign to call out improved vault location sighting of 
SCC 12. The new sign would make the vault location more visible for maintenance 
crews to locate the vault in a more expeditious fashion.  

New Travel Routes  

Valley Water would adopt new unimproved travel routes for better access to the vaults 
as shown in Appendix E, at PC vault locations of 15,16,17, 38 and SCC vault locations 
of 8, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 40, 43, 54 and 60 all within the County of 
Santa Clara. The vault locations within San Benito County that would be associated with 
new unimproved travel routes would be SCC 11, 12 and 18. The total existing vaults with 
new unimproved routes (within Reclamation right-of-way) would be 23 for the County of 
Santa Clara and San Benito (see Table 2.1-1 and further discussion below). 

Operations 

Generally, the project elements as described above are designed to promote easier 
access and reduce route distances to the facilities and to improve safety for maintenance 
staff. After construction of the project elements is completed, Valley Water would 
implement modified standard practices for operational and maintenance activities. Under 
existing practice, Valley Water crews use standard fleet vehicles (e.g., full size, heavy 
duty trucks) to access vault sites for routine operation and maintenance activities. 
However, standard fleet vehicles have limited abilities to traverse undeveloped ground 
surfaces during wet conditions. The new practice would involve use of lighter four- to six-
wheeled all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) when site conditions limit the use of standard service 
trucks; however, if practicable, Valley Water would avoid vehicular access and 
maintenance activities for 24hours following rain events at locations where special status 
species may be present, unless the activities must be undertaken immediately to 
maintain the pipelines. The frequency of post-project operational/maintenance trips and 
associated route distances would remain similar to the current condition. Once the 
Project elements are constructed, Valley Water would continue to maintain the facilities 
approximately 2-3 times a year. 

Valley Water as described above proposes to allow access to new off-road unimproved 
travel routes to 23 existing vaults along and within existing Reclamation right-of-way 
easements to standardize the most efficient routes. 
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New travel routes as listed above in Table 2.1-1 are as follows as identified by vault 
location:  

Santa Clara County San Benito County 

1. PC 15    1. SCC 11 
2. PC 16    2. SCC 12 
3. PC 17    3. SCC 18 
4. PC 38     
5. SCC 8     
6. SCC 21    
7. SCC 22    
8. SCC 23    
9. SCC 24    
10. SCC 25    
11. SCC 26    
12. SCC 30    
13. SCC 31    
14. SCC 32    
15. SCC 34    
16. SCC 35    
17. SCC 40    
18. SCC 43    
19. SCC 54    
20. SCC 60    

The change in access to these vaults would not result in a measurable increase in total 
distance traveled for the operational and maintenance activities.  

2.2.2 Project Construction  

Construction would occur over two years with approximately 50 percent of the work 
completed each year. Valley Water estimates that it would take approximately 136 days 
in total to complete the construction (107 days in Santa Clara County and 29 days in 
San Benito County). Construction activities would occur on weekdays generally from 
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. While unlikely, construction activities may occur occasionally 
after 5 pm during weekdays and on Saturdays but construction hours would be limited to 
those permissible under applicable county ordinances. No Sunday, holiday, or nighttime 
construction (after 7 pm) is planned for the Project. 

Regarding solid waste disposal, no demolition would be associated with the proposed 
project. However, minor grading or ground disturbance with some vegetation clearance 
would likely necessitate disposal at a landfill. Any soils removed from the Project sites 
would be recycled on other Valley Water projects if possible or disposed of at the 
landfills/recycling centers. Any vegetation or shrubs removed during construction would 
be taken to a composting facility. 
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Construction Staging Areas 

As construction would be small scale, minimal amounts of staging would be needed. 
Staging would be accommodated at each work site. Valley Water would use previously 
disturbed areas for staging, such as paved or gravel parking lots and roads, to the extent 
practicable. Valley Water would stage construction supplies and equipment on dry 
ground out of the waterways.  

Construction Workers and Construction Traffic 

Each Project site would typically have a maximum of 4 to 8 workers per day during 
construction. Since this Project would be primarily constructed by Valley Water work 
crews, in most cases there would be no Valley Water staff personal vehicles on site. 
Since construction of the five asphalt driveways may be outsourced at individual 
separate construction sites, some personal vehicles could be present near the Project 
sites. Project sites would be accessed via public roads and dedicated utility roads.  

The proposed project would generate limited traffic during construction activities. 
Construction is expected to generate 8 to 16 additional inbound and outbound trips truck 
trips per Project work site over the total 12-month work period (two 6-month construction 
periods in two years). As described above, during the two 6-month construction periods, 
it is estimated that Valley Water would be undertaking construction on approximately 
136 days. Construction vehicles would be parked near the Project sites or in designated 
areas at the respective individual work sites away from public travel routes.  

Construction Equipment and Supplies 

Based on engineering and field staffôs estimation, the types and number of equipment 
that would be required for the construction of the proposed project at each site include, 
but are not limited as shown in Table 2.2-1 below: 
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TABLE 2.2-1 
Construction Equipment for the Proposed Project 

Project 
Phase 

Construction 
Equipment 

Type 
Horsepower Make Model Model 

Estimated 
Hours/ 

Workday 

Gravel 
Collars 

Roller 80 Caterpillar CB24B 8 

Gravel 
Collars 

Loader 97 Caterpillar 239D 8 

Gate 
Installation 

Skid Steer 
Loader 

65 Caterpillar N/A 8 

Driveway Paver 130 Caterpillar AP500E 8 

Driveway Roller 80 Caterpillar CB24B 8 

Driveway Loader 97 Caterpillar 239D 8 

Roadway Grader 187 Caterpillar 12M3 8 

Roadway Roller 80 Caterpillar CB24B 8 

Roadway Loader 97 Caterpillar 239D 8 

Marker 
Installation 

Skid Steer 
Loader 

65 Caterpillar N/A 8 

Source: Technical specifications obtained from CalEEMod version 2016.3.1 default assumptions. 

2.2.3 Environmental Protection Measures 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are standard practices that prevent, avoid, or 
minimize potentially adverse effects associated with construction and other activities. 
Valley Water routinely incorporates a wide range of BMPs from its Best Management 
Practices Handbook (Valley Water 2014) into Project design and implementation. The 
proposed project would include the applicable Valley Waterôs BMPs, as summarized in 
Table 2.2-2 below. All BMPs for Project construction activities would be incorporated 
into the construction documents (plans and specifications). 

In addition to Valley Waterôs applicable BMPs, the proposed project would also include 
those applicable avoidance and minimization measures included in the Santa Clara 
Valley Habitat Plan (VHP). The VHP is a joint habitat conservation plan and Natural 
Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP) developed to serve as the basis for issuance of 
incidental take permits and authorizations pursuant to Section 10 of the federal 
Endangered Species Act, the California Endangered Species Act, and California Natural 
Community Conservation Planning Act. The proposed project (Santa Clara County 
portion) is a covered activity identified in the VHP. All activities associated with the 
proposed construction within Santa Clara County must be implemented consistent with 
requirements outlined in the VHP, including the payment of impact fees. The proposed 
project would adhere to all applicable Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) as 
shown in Table 2.2-3 below, and with all applicable VHP conditions as shown in Table 
2.2-4 below, and Valley Water would pay all applicable impact fees. Similar to Valley 
Waterôs BMPs, all applicable VHP conditions and AMMs would be incorporated into the 
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Project design and construction documents. 

In addition, Valley Water will implement appropriate measures to minimize, to the 
maximum extent practicable, the potential spread of Phytophthora plant pathogens to the 
work sites during construction. For guidance on appropriate measures, Valley Water will 
rely upon internal subject matter experts (Valley Water botanists) in coordination with 
evolving guidelines and expertise of the Working Group for Phytophthoras in Native 
Habitats (www.calphytos.org). 

For general guidelines on site sanitation, the exterior and interior of all vehicles, 
construction equipment, and tools will be kept clean and free of debris, soil and mud 
(including mud on tires, treads, wheel wells and undercarriage); work shoes will be kept 
clean by inspecting shoe soles and removing mud, debris, and soil off treads before 
moving to a new job site. Vehicles will stay on established roads whenever possible. 

For work in sensitive areas (i.e., San Felipe Lake), the document titled ñGuidance for 
plant pathogen prevention when working at contaminated restoration sites or sites with 
rare plants and sensitive habitatò, found at www.calphytos.org will be used, after 
consultation with internal subject matter experts (Valley Water botanists). 

TABLE 2.2-2 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

Air Quality 

AQ-1 

Use Dust Control Measures 

The following Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD) Dust Control 
Measures will be implemented: 

1. All exposed surfaces (e.g., parking 
areas, staging areas, soil piles, graded 
areas, and unpaved access roads) 
shall be watered two times per day; 

2. All haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or 
other loose material off-site shall be 
covered; 

3. All visible mud or dirt track-out onto 
adjacent public roads shall be removed 
using wet power vacuum street sweepers 
at least once per day. The use of dry 
power sweeping is prohibited; 

4. Water used to wash the various exposed 
surfaces (e.g., parking areas, staging 
areas, soil piles, graded areas, etc.) will 
not be allowed to enter waterways; 

5. All vehicle speeds on unpaved roads shall 
be limited to 15 mph; 

 

http://www.calphytos.org/
http://www.calphytos.org/
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Air Quality (Continued) 

AQ-1 

Use Dust Control Measures 

The following Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District (BAAQMD) Dust Control Measures will 
be implemented: 

6. All roadways, driveways, and sidewalks to 
be paved shall be completed as soon as 
possible. Building pads shall be laid as 
soon as possible after grading unless 
seeding or soil binders are used; 

7. Idling times shall be minimized either by 
shutting equipment off when not in use or 
reducing the maximum idling time to 5 
minutes (as required by the California 
airborne toxics control measure Title 13, 
Section 2485 of California Code of 
Regulations), and this requirement shall 
be clearly communicated to construction 
workers (such as verbiage in contracts 
and clear signage at all access points); 

8. All construction equipment shall be 
maintained and properly tuned in 
accordance with manufacturer ós 
specifications, and all equipment shall be 
checked by a certified visible emissions 
evaluator; 

9. Correct tire inflation shall be maintained in 
accordance with manufacturerôs 
specifications on wheeled equipment and 
vehicles to prevent excessive rolling 
resistance; and, 

10. Post a publicly visible sign with a 
telephone number and contact person at 
the lead agency to address dust 
complaints; any complaints shall be 
responded to and take corrective action 
within 48 hours. In addition, a BAAQMD 
telephone number with any applicable 
regulations will be included. 
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Biological Resources 

BI-2 

Minimize Impacts 
to Steelhead 

Minimize potential impacts to salmonids by avoiding routine use of vehicles and 
equipment in salmonid streams between January 1 and June 15.  

BI-5 

Avoid Impacts 
to Nesting 
Migratory 
Birds 

Nesting birds are protected by state and federal laws. Valley Water will protect 
nesting birds and their nests from abandonment, loss, damage, or destruction. 
Nesting bird surveys will be performed by a qualified biologist prior to any 
activity that could result in the abandonment, loss, damage, or destruction of 
birds, bird nests, or nesting migratory birds. Inactive bird nests may be 
removed with the exception of raptor nests. Birds, nests with eggs, or nests 
with hatchlings will be left undisturbed. 

Cultural Resources 

CU-1 

Accidental 

Discovery of 

Archaeological 

Artifacts, Tribal 
Cultural 
Resources, or 

Burial Remains 

If historical or unique archaeological artifacts, or tribal cultural resources, are 
accidentally discovered during construction, work in affected areas will be 
restricted or stopped until proper protocols are met. Work at the location of the 
find will halt immediately within 100 feet 1of the find. A ñno workò zone shall be 
established utilizing appropriate flagging to delineate the boundary of this zone. 
A Consulting Archaeologist will visit the discovery site as soon as practicable for 
identification and evaluation pursuant to Section 21083.2 of the Public 
Resources Code and Section 15126.4 of the California Code of Regulations. If 
the archaeologist determines that the artifact or resource is not significant, 
construction may resume. If the archaeologist determines that the artifact or 
resource is significant, the archaeologist will determine if the artifact or resource 
can be avoided and, if so, will detail avoidance procedures. If the artifact cannot 
be avoided, the archaeologist will develop within 48 hours an Action Plan which 
will include provisions to minimize impacts and, if required, a Data Recovery 
Plan for recovery of artifacts in accordance with Public Resources Code 
section 21083.2 and section 15126.4 of the CEQA Guidelines. If a tribal cultural 
resource cannot be avoided, the Action Plan will include notification of the 
appropriate Native American tribe, and consultation with the tribe regarding 
acceptable recovery options. 

If burial finds are accidentally discovered during construction, work in affected 
areas will be restricted or stopped until proper protocols are met. Upon 
discovering any burial site as evidenced by human skeletal remains, the County 
Coroner will be immediately notified, and the field crew supervisor shall take 
immediate steps to secure and protect such remains from vandalism during 
periods when work crews are absent. No further excavation or disturbance within 
100 feet of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent 
remains may be made except as authorized by the County Coroner, California 
Native American Heritage Commission, and/or the County Coordinator of Indian 
Affairs.  

 
1 District BMP CUL-1 was updated to extend the no-work buffer zone from 30 feet to 100 feet if archeological 
artifacts, tribal cultural resources, or burial remains are encountered during construction. 
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Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

HM-7 

Restrict Vehicle 
and Equipment 
Cleaning to 
Appropriate 
Locations 

Vehicles and equipment may be washed only at approved areas. No washing 
of vehicles or equipment will occur at job sites. 

HM-9 

Ensure 
Proper 
Hazardous 
Materials 
Management 

Measures will be implemented to ensure that hazardous materials are 
properly handled, and the quality of water resources is protected by all 
reasonable means. 

1. Prior to entering the work site, all field personnel will know how to 
respond when toxic materials are discovered. 

2. Contact of chemicals with precipitation will be minimized by 
storing chemicals in watertight containers with appropriate 
secondary containment to prevent any spillage or leakage. 

3. Petroleum products, chemicals, cement, fuels, lubricants, and non-
storm drainage water or water contaminated with the aforementioned 
materials will not contact soil and not be allowed to enter surface 
waters or the storm drainage system. 

4. All toxic materials, including waste disposal containers, will be covered 
when they are not in use, and located as far away as possible from a 
direct connection to the storm drainage system or surface water. 

5. Quantities of toxic materials, such as equipment fuels and lubricants, will 
be stored with secondary containment that is capable of containing 110% 
of the primary container(s). 

6. The discharge of any hazardous or non-hazardous waste as defined 
in Division 2, Subdivision 1, Chapter 2 of the California Code of 
Regulations will be conducted in accordance with applicable State and 
federal regulations. 

7. In the event of any hazardous material emergencies or spills, 
personnel will call the Chemical Emergencies/Spills Hotline at 1-800-
510-5151. 

HM-10 

Utilize Spill 
Prevention 
Measures 

Prevent the accidental release of chemicals, fuels, lubricants, and non-
storm drainage water following these measures: 

1. Field personnel will be appropriately trained in spill prevention, 
hazardous material control, and clean-up of accidental spills; 

2. Equipment and materials for cleanup of spills will be available on site, 
and spills and leaks will be cleaned up immediately and disposed of 
according to applicable regulatory requirements; 

3. Field personnel will ensure that hazardous materials are properly 
handled and natural resources are protected by all reasonable means; 

4. Spill prevention kits will always be in close proximity when using 
hazardous materials (e.g., at crew trucks and other logical locations), 
and all field personnel will be advised of these locations; and, 

5. The work site will be routinely inspected to verify that spill prevention 
and response measures are properly implemented and maintained. 
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Hazards & Hazardous Materials (Continued) 

HM-12 

Incorporate 
Fire 
Prevention 
Measures 

1. All earthmoving and portable equipment with internal combustion 
engines will be equipped with spark arrestors. 

2. During the high fire danger period (April 1ïDecember 1), work crews 
will have appropriate fire suppression equipment available at the work 
site. 

3. An extinguisher shall be available at the Project site at all times when 
welding or other repair activities that can generate sparks (such as 
metal grinding) is occurring. 

4. Smoking shall be prohibited except in designated staging areas and 
at least 20 feet from any combustible chemicals or vegetation. 

Traffic 

TR-1 

Incorporate Public 
Safety Measures 

Fences, barriers, lights, flagging, guards, and signs will be installed as 
determined appropriate by the public agency having jurisdiction, to give 
adequate warning to the public of the construction and of any dangerous 
condition to be encountered as a result thereof. 

Hydrology/Water Quality 

WQ-5 

Stabilize 
Construction 
Entrances and 
Exits 

Measures will be implemented to minimize soil from being tracked onto streets 
near work sites: 

1. Methods used to prevent mud from being tracked out of work sites onto 
roadways include installing a layer of geotextile mat, followed by a 4-inch 
thick layer of 1 to 3-inch diameter gravel on unsurfaced access roads. 

2. Access will be provided as close to the work area as possible, using 
existing ramps where available and planning work site access so as to 
minimize disturbance to the water body bed and banks, and the 
surrounding land uses. WQ-6 

Limit Impact of 
Concrete Near 
Waterways 

Concrete that has not been cured is alkaline and can increase the pH of the 
water; fresh concrete will be isolated until it no longer poses a threat to water 
quality using the following appropriate measures: 

1. Wet sacked concrete will be excluded from the wetted channel for a period 
of four weeks after installation. During that time, the wet sacked concrete 
will be kept moist (such as covering with wet carpet) and runoff from the 
wet sacked concrete will not be allowed to enter a live stream. 

2. Poured concrete will be excluded from the wetted channel for a period of 
four weeks after it is poured. During that time, the poured concrete will be 
kept moist, and runoff from the wet concrete will not be allowed to enter a 
live stream. Commercial sealants (e.g., Deep Seal, Elasto-Deck Reservoir 
Grade) may be applied to the poured concrete surface where difficulty in 
excluding water flow for a long period may occur. If a sealant is used, 
water will be excluded from the site until the sealant is dry. 

3. Dry sacked concrete will not be used in any channel. An area outside of the 
channel and floodplain will be designated to clean out concrete transit 
vehicles. 
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Hydrology/Water Quality (Continued) 

WQ-9 

Use Seeding for 
Erosion Control, 
Weed 
Suppression, and 
Site Improvement 

1. Disturbed areas shall be seeded with native seed as soon as is 
appropriate after activities are complete. An erosion control seed mix will 
be applied to exposed soils down to the ordinary high-water mark in 
streams. 

2. The seed mix should consist of California native grasses, (for example 
Hordeum brachyantherum; Elymus glaucus; and annual Festuca 
microstachys) or annual, sterile hybrid seed mix (e.g., RegreenÊ, a wheat 
x wheatgrass hybrid). 

3. Temporary earthen access roads may be seeded when site and 
horticultural conditions are suitable or have other appropriate erosion 
control measures in place. WQ-16 

Prevent 
Stormwater 
Pollution 

To prevent stormwater pollution, the applicable measures from the following list 
will be implemented: 

1. Soils exposed due to Project activities will be seeded and stabilized using 
hydroseeding, straw placement, mulching, and/or erosion control fabric. 
These measures will be implemented such that the site is stabilized, and 
water quality protected prior to significant rainfall. In creeks, the channel 
bed and areas below the Ordinary High-Water Mark are exempt from this 
BMP. 

2. The preference for erosion control fabrics will be to consist of natural 
fibers; however, steeper slopes and areas that are highly erodible may 
require more structured erosion control methods. No non-porous fabric will 
be used as part of a permanent erosion control approach. Plastic sheeting 
may be used to temporarily protect a slope from runoff, but only if there are 
no indications that special-status species would be impacted by the 
application. 

3. Erosion control measures will be installed according to manufacturerôs 
specifications. 

4. To prevent stormwater pollution, the appropriate measures from, but not 
limited to, the following list will be implemented: 

a. Silt Fences 

b. Straw Bale Barriers 

c. Brush or Rock Filters 

d. Storm Drain Inlet Protection 

e. Sediment Traps or Sediment Basins 

f. Erosion Control Blankets and/or Mats 

g. Soil Stabilization (i.e., tackified straw with seed, jute or geotextile 
blankets, etc.) 

h. Straw mulch 

5. All temporary construction-related erosion control methods shall be 
removed at the completion of the Project (e.g. silt fences). 

6. Surface barrier applications installed as a method of animal conflict 
management, such as chain link fencing, woven geotextiles, and other 
similar materials, will be installed no longer than 300 feet, with at least an 
equal amount of open area prior to another linear installation. 

Source: Valley Water BMP Handbook 2014 
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TABLE 2.2-3 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Conservation Plan/NCCP  

Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) *August 2012 

Avoidance and Minimization Measures. During Project design and construction, Valley Water 
shall implement the following measures: 

ID General 

1 Minimize the potential impacts on covered species most likely to be affected by changes in 
hydrology and water quality. 

2 Reduce stream pollution by removing pollutants from surface runoff before the polluted 
surface runoff reaches local streams. 

3 Maintain the current hydrograph and, to the extent possible, restore the hydrograph to 
more closely resemble predevelopment conditions. 

4 Reduce the potential for scour at stormwater outlets to streams by controlling the rate of 
flow into the streams. 

5 Invasive plant species removed during maintenance will be handled and disposed of in 
such a manner as to prevent further spread of the invasive species. 

6 Activities in the active (i.e., flowing) channel will be avoided. If activities must be conducted 
in the active channel, avoidance and minimization measures identified in this table will be 
applied. 

7 Personnel shall prevent the accidental release of chemicals, fuels, lubricants, and non-
storm drainage water into channels. 

8 Spill prevention kits shall always be in close proximity when using hazardous materials 
(e.g., crew trucks and other logical locations). 

11 Vehicles shall be washed only at approved areas. No washing of vehicles shall occur at 
job sites. 

12 No equipment servicing shall be done in the stream channel or immediate flood plain, 
unless equipment stationed in these locations cannot be readily relocated (i.e., pumps, 
generators). 

13 Personnel shall use the appropriate equipment for the job that minimizes disturbance to 
the stream bottom. Appropriately tired vehicles, either tracked or wheeled, shall be used 
depending on the situation. 

21 To the extent that stream bed design changes are not part of the Project, the stream bed 
will be returned to as close to pre-Project condition as appropriate. 

26 Any sediment removed from a Project site shall be stored and transported in a manner 
that minimizes water quality impacts. 

ID Project Design 

35 Use pervious materials, such as gravel or turf pavers, in place of asphalt or concrete to the 
extent practicable. 

39 Minimize alterations to existing contours and slopes, including grading the minimum area 
necessary. 

58 Existing access routes and levee roads shall be used if available to minimize impacts of 
new construction in special status species habitats and riparian zones. 
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Avoidance and Minimization Measures. During Project design and construction, Valley Water 
shall implement the following measures: 

ID Construction 

61 Minimize ground disturbance to the smallest area feasible. 

62 Use existing roads for access and disturbed area for staging as site constraints allow. Off-
road travel will avoid sensitive communities such as wetlands and known occurrences of 
covered plants. 76 Prevent spills and clean up spilled materials. 

89 The potential for traffic impacts on terrestrial animal species will be minimized by adopting 
traffic speed limits. 

90 All trash will be removed from the site daily to avoid attracting potential predators to the 
site. Personnel will clean the work site before leaving each day by removing all litter and 
construction-related materials. 

TABLE 2.2-4 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Conservation Plan/NCCP 

Conditions 

 Condition 1. Avoid Direct Impacts on Legally Protected Plant and Wildlife Species 

 Condition 2. Incorporate Urban-Reserve System Interface Design Requirements 

 Condition 3. Maintain Hydrologic Conditions and Protect Water Quality 

 Condition 4. Avoidance and Minimization for In-Stream Projects 

 Condition 5. Avoidance and Minimization Measures for In-Stream Operations and 
Maintenance 

 Condition 6. Design and Construction Requirements for Covered Transportation 
Projects 

 Condition 7. Rural Development Design and Construction Requirements 

 Condition 8. Implement Avoidance and Minimization Measures for Rural Road 
Maintenance 

 Condition 9. Prepare and Implement a Recreation Plan 

 Condition 10. Fuel Buffer 

 Condition 11. Stream and Riparian Setbacks 

 Condition 12. Wetland and Pond Avoidance and Minimization 

 Condition 13. Serpentine and Associated Covered Species Avoidance and Minimization 

 Condition 14. Valley Oak and Blue Oak Woodland Avoidance and Minimization 

 Condition 15. Western Burrowing Owl 

 Condition 16. Least Bellôs Vireo 

 Condition 17. Tricolored Blackbird 

 Condition 18. San Joaquin Kit Fox 

 Condition 19. Plant Salvage when Impacts are Unavoidable 

 Condition 20. Avoid and Minimize Impacts to Covered Plant Occurrences 
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3.  ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

 

This Initial Study (IS) has been prepared in accordance with the CEQA and CEQA Guidelines to 
provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare an 
EIR or a Negative Declaration. As shown in the analysis that follows, none of the environmental 
factors discussed and analyzed in this document would involve an impact that is a ñPotentially 
Significant Impactò as indicated by the CEQA checklist.  

This IS identifies less than significant impacts with mitigation incorporated on air quality, 
biological resources, and cultural resources. Mitigation measures have been proposed for the 
Project to clearly reduce such effects to less-than-significant levels. In accordance with CEQA 
Guidelines §15070, an MND is appropriate for this Project to comply with CEQA because the IS 
identifies potentially significant effects, however: 

1. Revisions to the proposed project were made that would avoid, or mitigate the effects to 
a point where clearly no significant effects would occur, and; 

2. There is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record that the Project, as revised, 
may have a significant effect on the environment. 

Therefore, an MND may be prepared in accordance with Section 15070 of the CEQA 
Guidelines.  

1. Project Title: Pacheco/Santa Clara Conduit Right-of-Way 
Acquisition Project 

2. Lead Agency and Address: Valley Water (Santa Clara Valley 
Water District) 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Mike Coleman, AICP, Environmental Planner 
(408) 630-3096 

4. Project Location: SCC and PC vaults located in Santa Clara and 
San Benito Counties 

5. General Plan Designation: Rural Residential, Agriculture, Ranchlands, 
Open Space 

6. Zoning: Residential, Agricultural, Open Space 

7. Description of the Project: The purpose of the Proposed project is to 
improve access through formal agreements with 
landowners and cost-effective physical 
improvements to vaults and above-ground 
maintenance sites along the PC and SCC. 
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8. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: Rural Residential, Agricultural, Scenic Highway 

9. Other public agencies whose 
approval may be required: 

Bureau of Reclamation 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
State Water Resources Control Board 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 
Counties of Santa Clara and San Benito 
CALTRANS 

10. Have California Native American 
tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the Project area 
requested consultation pursuant to 
Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1? If so, has consultation 
begun? 

Written request for consultation was received 
from the Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe on or 
about February 12, 2019. Consultation with the 
Tribe began on February 27, 2019. The first 
Tribal consultation meeting occurred on March 
15, 2019 at the Valley Water office. The AB 52 
consultation process was concluded on or about 
April 15, 2019. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, including 
at least one impact that is ñLess Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporatedò as 
indicated by the checklist on the following pages: 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture and Forestry  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural 
Resources/Paleontological 
Resources 

 Geology/Soils 

 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

 Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

 Hydrology/Water Quality 

 Land Use/Planning  Mineral Resources  Noise 

 Population/Housing  Public Services  Recreation 

 Transportation/Traffic  Tribal Cultural Resources  Utilities/Service Systems 

 Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 Energy (follows Utilities 
section) 

 Wildfire (follows Energy 
section) 

DETERMINATION: On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and 

a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

  I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the Project have been 

made by or agreed to by Valley Water. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

will be prepared. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 

significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 

adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 

been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 

sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 

effects that remain to be addressed. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR 

or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided 

or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions 

or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Signature: 
 

 

 
Date:01/04/2021 

 

Printed Name: Michael F. Coleman, AICP 
 

For: Valley Water 
(Santa Clara Valley 
Water District) 
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3.1 AESTHETICS 

3.1.1 Environmental Setting 

State Route (SR) 152 in Santa Clara County is an eligible state scenic highway. The 
Highway continues into Merced County east past San Luis Reservoir. The highway is a 
listed State Scenic Highway from the Santa Clara County line to the junction with 
Interstate 5, along a 13.8-mile stretch (Caltrans 2005). SR 152 would be the main 
access route for maintenance work on the southern and eastern portions of the SCC 
and PC. 

Counties also maintain their own list of scenic roads. The Santa Clara County General 
Plan supports the designation of scenic roads that link the urban areas to rural and 
open space areas with careful consideration of fire risks, hazards, and natural resource 
protection (County of Santa Clara 1994). Santa Clara County contains 64 County-
designated scenic roads, all of which are within or adjacent to rural areas. The list of 
roads is included in the Santa Clara County Zoning Ordinance Chapter 3.30: SR 
Scenic Roads Combining District. The purpose of the SR Scenic Roads Combining 
District is to protect the visual character of scenic roads in Santa Clara County through 
special development and sign regulations. The SR Combining District applies to all 
designated scenic roads in unincorporated Santa Clara County. Many of the vault 
facilities along the SCC are located within viewing distance of County-listed scenic 
roads. 

According to the Santa Clara County General Plan, SR 152 is considered one of the 
most dramatically scenic gateways into Santa Clara County. Santa Clara County is 
currently actively seeking official State designation of this road as a State Scenic 
Highway. Policy R-RC(i) 36 of the Santa Clara County General Plan is intended to 
protect the scenic value of several major county thoroughfares and entranceways 
through State Scenic Highway designation, including Pacheco Pass (SR 152 east of 
Gilroy). 

The relatively short portion of the SCC located outside of Santa Clara County in San 
Benito County is located within viewing distance of SR 152. No San Benito County 
roads were identified as Scenic Roads within the Project area. 
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3.1.2 Aesthetics Impacts 

3.1.2.1 Checklist 

Would the Project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

A.  Have a substantial adverse effect 
on a scenic vista? 

    

B.  Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

    

C.  Substantially degrade the 
existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

    

D.  Create a new source of 
substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

3.1.2.2 Discussion 

A. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? (Less than 
Significant) 

A scenic vista is defined as a viewpoint that provides expansive views of a 
highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public. The proposed 
project sites would be framed by long-range views of undeveloped hillsides, 
which could be considered a scenic view (vista).  

From various near and medium viewpoints surrounding the Project sites, 
views of the proposed project would include views of existing vaults, gates, 
signs, driveways and roads. Representative views of proposed project sites 
are shown in Figure 3.1-1. The construction of new facilities would not 
substantially affect existing views because those views are overwhelmingly 
dominated by the natural lay of the land. Upgraded facilities would be so minor 
in scale that they would not affect views that may be considered ñscenicò by 
the general public and local residents. Visual impacts to a scenic vista have 
therefore been determined to be less than significant. 
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Representative view of vault in typical hillside setting Close-up view of typical vault in agricultural field 

  

Representative view of vault SCC 8 and proposed road location Close-up view of typical vault adjacent to waterway 

FIGURE 3.1-1 
Project Site Views  






















































































































































































































































































































